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Why Missouri Must Repeal the Incarceration Reimbursement Act

The Missouri Incarceration Reimbursement Act unfairly and unjustly seizes money from 
incarcerated individuals outside of the individual’s court-ordered sentence.1 In practice, the 
law decreases an individual’s chance at successfully reentering society and generates little 
benefit to the state. 

Repealing the Act Strengthens Missouri Communities

Losing funds can be devastating for an individual returning home from incarceration. 
By repealing the Missouri Incarceration Reimbursement Act, Missouri would alleviate this 
financial burden, support successful reentry, and help reduce recidivism—creating safer, 
stronger communities.

To learn how you can help, visit missouriappleseed.org or email Liza Weiss at LWeiss@appleseednetwork.org
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 ▪ Seizing financial resources makes it harder 
for individuals returning home to secure 
housing, transportation, and jobs and 
increases the likelihood of recidivism.2

 ▪ Missouri’s application of this law has 
been arbitrary, randomly targeting some 
individuals, but not others.3

 ▪ The cost of filing lawsuits to seize the 
modest bank accounts or inheritances 
of individuals leaving incarceration often 
exceeds the money recovered.4
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