
When a 15-minute phone 
call can cost as much as $17, families 

are forced to choose between 
speaking to their loved ones and 

putting food on the table.

Executive Director Liza Weiss 
in the Missouri Times

The initiative has shown 
itself to be a low risk, 

high reward opportunity, 
for individuals and the

community.

Sheriff Jason Klaus, Perry County

                                                                                                                                                                          Through research, advocacy,
and education, Missouri Appleseed works to improve the systems and policies at the intersection of public health, criminal
justice, and child welfare.  2024 saw major work to advance our vision to create impactful change that builds stronger
families, reduces recidivism, and creates safer communities.

Legislation
In 2024, Missouri Appleseed advocated for policies to improve the lives of
Missouri families and communities. Key legislative focuses included:

Banning Shackling of Pregnant Women in Jails (Senate Bill 905): Appleseed
supported this bill to end the shackling of pregnant women in Missouri jails,
which increases health risks and legal liabilities.
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Advocacy Highlights

Medicaid in Jails
Missouri Appleseed worked with jails, sheriffs, and state decision-makers to expand Medicaid access for individuals
reentering their communities after incarceration. Increasing access and enrolling individuals in Medicaid while they are
incarcerated helps to prevent recidivism, reduce health care costs, and increase community wellbeing.

We also expanded our Medicaid advocacy work through partnerships with key state  
decision-makers, working with the state Family Support Division to update their
process of suspension and reactivation of Medicaid for incarcerated individuals and
continuing to work with the Department of Social Services’ state planning for
upcoming Medicaid policies impacting incarcerated individuals.

SNAP Access for Individuals with Felony Drug Convictions (House Bill
1777): Advocated for ending Missouri’s SNAP ban for those with drug
convictions, addressing the "double punishment" they face.

Repealing Sales Tax on Feminine Hygiene Products and Diapers (Senate Bill
1119): Appleseed endorsed the repeal of Missouri’s sales tax on essential
feminine hygiene products and diapers to ease the burden on families.

Capping Phone Rates: Missouri families shouldn’t have to choose between
talking to incarcerated loved ones and paying the bills. Missouri Appleseed
fought to cap jail and prison phone rates to keep families connected, a
proven way to make communities safer and stronger. 

Missouri Appleseed believes all Missouri families deserve the opportunity to thrive. 

Missouri Appleseed’s Medicaid in Jails 
program trains jails to implement Medicaid
enrollment for incarcerated individuals before
they are released, ensuring immediate healthcare
access upon reentry to their communities. 

The counties in green represent the eleven county jails enrolling jail residents in Medicaid.

We provided free training to jails and communities
of fifteen Missouri counties through generous grant
funding from Missouri Foundation for Health. 
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Continuing Legal Education (CLE): Missouri Appleseed hosted a virtual day-long CLE for 100 participants focused on
Missouri Child Welfare GAL (guardian ad litem) standards, drawing professionals from multiple organizations to discuss
child welfare issues. Presenters included Rep. Raychel Proudie (D-Ferguson) and Sen. Travis Fitzwater (R-Holts Summit).

I want to get a job, take
care of my daughter, 

be the best father I can
be. And you need

insurance to 
do those things.

Focus group participant

Medicaid Policy & Missouri Jails: Missouri Appleseed held focus groups with formerly
incarcerated individuals to learn about their Medicaid experiences, leading to a report and
two educational videos. We also produced policy analyses for the Department of Social
Services regarding federal opportunities to expand Medicaid access in correctional facilities.

Access to Feminine Hygiene Products in Missouri Jails: We collected data on the
implementation of Missouri Appleseed-sponsored Senate Bill 53 (2021), requiring Missouri
jails to provide free pads and tampons to women in their custody.

Prison Nursery Implementation: Missouri Appleseed continues to follow the implementation
of the prison nursery in Vandalia and connected child development researchers with the
Department of Corrections to evaluate the program.

2 8
articles on the Medicaid
in Jails program in the
Missouri Sheriffs’ Assoc.
Jails Magazine.

Education Highlights

Appleseed Network National Conference: Missouri Appleseed hosted the Appleseed
Network National Conference in St. Louis, convening advocates from across the U.S. and
Mexico to discuss health policy and economic stability. We showcased the work we have
done in Missouri and highlighted the efforts of our partners, including the Missouri
Foundation for Health, All of Us or None, Keyway, and the Urban League of St. Louis.

Missouri Appleseed’s first Advocacy Day: On April 3rd, Missouri Appleseed staff and
board members traveled to Jefferson City for Appleseed’s first Lobby Day, partnering with
KeyWay Center for Reentry and Diversion. 

4
opinion pieces
and letters to the
editor published
in the news.

articles on Missouri
Appleseed’s new
blog.

Missouri Appleseed shared
information, research, and
resources with audiences

across the state by publishing:

Community Presentations: Missouri Appleseed hosted and participated in a variety of
presentations promoting advocacy, education, and community support, including Promising
Practices to Promote Pregnancy and Postpartum Wellbeing at the Women’s Prison in Vandalia at the
2024 Convening on Fostering Health: A Focus on Mothers and Infants and Expanding Access to
Medicaid in Missouri Correctional Facilities at the Cover Missouri Coalition.

Grassroots Advocacy Class at SLU Law: Missouri Appleseed continued to teach the Grassroots
Advocacy class at SLU Law, training the next generation of effective advocates for Missouri
communities. Missouri Appleseed was awarded SLU Law’s Public Interest Law Group’s 2024
Excellence in Public Service Award.

Missouri Appleseed’s annual June event celebrated our
work and honored recipients for their contributions to
Missouri’s justice reform efforts. 

Congratulations to our 2024 Good Apples: Missouri State
Rep. Chad Perkins; Ernest McDonnell, St. Louis Co. Dep’t of
Public Health; and Appleseed founding board member
Andrew Schlichter, Schlichter Bogard LLP.

Research Highlights

Missouri Appleseed Good Apple Reception


