
GIVE MISSOURI 
FAMILIES A

TAX CUT

Missouri Taxes Diapers and Feminine Hygiene Products 
Like They’re Luxury Products

▪ Missouri taxes diapers and feminine hygiene products at 4.225%.

▪ Missouri taxes other necessities at lower rates: 

 –   Groceries are taxed at 1.225%
 –   Many healthcare products, such as hearing aids and wheelchairs, are tax exempt
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ELIMINATE THE REGRESSIVE SALES TA X ON
DIAPERS AND FEMININE HYGIENE PRODUCTS

▪ Babies need about 6 to 8 diapers 
every day. That’s about 2,555 diapers 
every year.1

▪ About 36% of U.S. parents with 
children aged 0–3 struggle to meet 
their child’s diaper needs.2 

▪ Parents who can’t afford enough 
diapers report changing their babies’ 
diapers less frequently.3,4,5 Less 
frequent diaper changes put babies 
at risk for urinary tract infections, 
skin infections, and diaper 
dermatitis.6,7,8,9

▪ Parents who can’t afford enough 
diapers also report skimping on food 
purchases to buy diapers.10,11 

▪ In a survey of low-income women 
seeking services from St. Louis 
community organizations, 64% 
couldn’t afford enough feminine 
hygiene products to manage
their period at least once a year.
21% couldn’t afford enough
every month.12 

▪ 33.6% of girls surveyed at a 
high-need St. Louis high school had 
skipped school in the past year 
because they couldn’t afford enough 
feminine hygiene products to get 
through the school day. 16.8% 
skipped school at least once every 
month because they couldn’t afford 
enough feminine hygiene products.13 

DIAPER NEED PERIOD POVERT Y

To learn how you can help, visit missouriappleseed.org
or email Liza Weiss at LWeiss@appleseednetwork.org
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